78.  STATEMENT ON £3 TAX*
[durban,
Before June 11, 1913]
I observe that the Government propose to ask Parliament
to remove the tax only on women. This, it is to be presumed,
shows that they have no intention at present of removing it from
men. Mr. Gokhale met most of the public men of Natal at New-
castle, Dundee, Maritzburg, Durban, Isipingo, and elsewhere,
I had the honour of being present at all these meetings. And I
do not remember a single public man having defended the tax
or objected to its removal. Mr. Smuts stated the other day that
he was to consult the Natal members of Parliament. If, therefore,
now the tax is not removed from both males and females, the
presumption will be that the Natal members do not desire to
see men released from the burden. In my humble opinion the
honour of Natal is involved in this matter. I can recall many a Town
Hall meeting held for less important purposes. I am sure that
Natal holds its honour dearer than the navigability of its beautiful
harbour. Will not the public men of Durban, at a Town Hall meet-
ing, demand from Parliament removal of this iniquitous impost?
All, be they never so hostile to Indian aspirations or to my coun-
trymen's presence in this Province, may join hands in over-
due justice being done, and the fame of Natal being preserved.
I well remember the great meetings of Indians which
Mr, Gokhale addressed at Lord's Ground, Isipingo, and, as the
Hon. Marshall Campbell's guest, at Mount Edgecombe.2 Fully
10,000 indentured and ex-indentured Indians were present at
Mr. Campbell's estate. Over 5,000 were present at Lord's. They
were assured that, as Mr. Gokhale had met with no opposition
from the Europeans to the removal of the tax, it would very pro-
bably be removed at an early date. Subsequently, after his inter-
view with the Ministers, he declared that he had received assu-
rances f that the tax would be removed. This information was
passed on to these thousands of helpless men and women. One
man in Verulam had the "effrontery" to believe that the tax
had already been repealed, and for that crime was sentenced to
1 This was reproduced in Indian Opinion, 14-6-1913.
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